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Press Conference : 
Take on Chevron Lies About T 
 Chevron, working through its contributions to local 
business associations is spreading the lie that meas-
ure T would hurt small businesses. We have an-
swers at www.AFairShareForRichmond.org and in 
whatever public forums we can reach. But Chevron 
has deep pockets and will be financing a new round 
of lies and smoke. 
 

On Tuesday 10/14 at 3 PM, we will hold a press 
conference to answer these lies. Mayor McLaughlin 
will answer specific questions about Measure T. 
Richmond business owners will explain that for 
more than 99% of  our businesses T will improve 
conditions at no cost.  Our candidates Jeff and 
Jovanka will talk about how Measure T can improve 
the lives of Richmond citizens as well as help small 
business. The press conference will be in front of 
Quetzal Soccer Store, 2821 Macdonald Ave. 
 

Attend this important press conference if you can. If 
you know people who run businesses in Rich-
mond, ask them to be a part of this conference. 
Call the office 510-233-3112 for more info. 

Award –Winning Richmond 
Mfg Company Supports T 
 

Vetrazzo has been winning national recognition and 
awards for its main product, countertops made from 
recycled glass. Located in the former Ford assembly 
plant building It represents exactly the kind of manu-
facturing Richmond needs. See www.Vertrazzo.com 
 

Vetrazzo President James Shephard has announced 
that the company is supporting Measure T: 
 

Although our company may pay a few dollars a 
day more in taxes under Measure T, we believe 
the benefits to us from enhancement of City ser-
vices with an additional $26 million in revenue will 
far outweigh that nominal cost and will make our 
employees safer and improve their quality of life. 
This is a good investment. Richmond is making 
great strides in building a base in Green Business 
and Measure T will enable the City to move even 
faster in building the economy of the future. 
We wish the City success with the measure. 
 

Our “Neighbor” Chevron 
 

Chevron made $18.6 billion profit in 2007. 
Chevron has appealed its Contra Costa 
property tax assessment which could cost 
the County almost $60 million in refunds and 
$2 million every year. 
Now Chevron is suing to cut off fees of 
$233,000 and effectively prevent the County 
Dept of Health Services from inspecting 11 
million pounds of hazardous waste. See the 
Contra Costa Times www.contracostatimes.com/
news/ci_10673066 

Time to step up the campaign: 
You will make the difference 
 

We are down to the last four weeks. Absentee vot-
ers are getting their ballots now. We have to be 
out there now getting people the information so 
that voters can understand and deal with the last 
minute lie campaign that Chevron can afford. It 
will be close but we can win all three. We can win 
Measure T so the city has the money it needs to 
fix the roads, develop crime prevention and green 
jobs programs. And we can have a city council 
which will not roll over for Chevron and the devel-
opers but will understand the needs of its citizens.  
How you can make a difference!  

Most important is contacting other people 
Join us in  
Canvassing  
Phoning 
Putting up signs 
Street Theater 
Call us at the office 233-3112 



Presidential Debate Watch 
We had so much fun watching the first Presidential 
debate and Palin/Biden show together that we decided 
to do it for the last one. Join us at the office for inter-
esting TV, discussion, and snacks. 
 

Last Debate  
Wednesday 10/15 6 PM 
Join us at the Office  

Labor Donated 

Signs  
☻Great for lawns, fences, 
☻Walking Displays  
☻Put them on sides of truck 

Wear a button  
—start a  
conversation  

Community Responds to Racist 
Election Flyer 
 

The racist election mailer sent out by the Richmond Police 
Officers Association last week met a swift and strong reply 
from the community. The purpose of the flyer was to drop a 
“hit piece” on our candidates Jovanka Beckles and Jeff Rit-
terman by a tortured reasoning that ended up with inflamma-
tory assertions that the main source of drugs and violence in 
Richmond was the Latino community. The flyer included the 
pictures and quotes from two of the RPOA’s endorsed candi-
dates Bates and Tellerico. The other two are Sandhu and 
Marquez. 
 

On Monday morning about 25 members of the community 
lead by Andres Soto representing all races and sections of 
our city gathered at the Richmond Police Station. The group 
asserted that we are “One Richmond” and made the follow-
ing demands. 

An apology from the RPOA to the residents of Rich-
mond and the Latino community for the racist lies. 

An apology from the RPOA to the candidates it attacks 
and a promise to not send out anymore divisive 
racist propaganda. 

Demand candidates for Richmond City Council de-
nounce the attack and support the call for an apol-
ogy. If the RPOA refuses to issue the apologies in 
the manner demanded, then we call on all RPOA 
endorsed candidates to renounce the RPOA en-
dorsement and return any contributions and re-
fuse any future contributions and demand RPOA 
spend no more money on their behalf. 

 

The demands were repeated again at a community meeting at 
St. Marks church. Both Police Chief Magnus and City Man-
ager Lindsey attended. Chief Magnus explained that he 
viewed the leaflet as “racist, without factual basis, insensitive 
and inappropriate,” Both made clear that this mailer did not 
reflect the views of the police department or the city and 
indeed undermined the kind of community relations the de-
partment was trying to build. 
 

On Tuesday, the community appeared at the city council 
meeting. In the Open Forum section more than 30 Richmond 
residents in addition to our candidates demanded that action 
be taken. Especially powerful was the testimony of young 
Latinas and Latinos who challenged the racism of the mailer 
and those city leaders who refused to denounce it. 
 

As of Tuesday evening neither of the candidates promoted in 
the mailer, Bates and Tellerico nor the other endorsed candi-
dates of the RPOA Sandhu and Marquez would denounce the 
mailer and repudiate the support from the RPOA. 
 

Stay tuned for further action on this. Mayor McLaughlin 
announced that she has put it on the agenda for the city 
council meeting October 21 7 PM.  

Measure T in Chronicle 
A long article on measure T and Richmond politics is in 
today’s Chronicle www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?
f=/c/a/2008/10/08/BA1I13D5J9.DTL  

Saturday Canvas 
Our group canvas starts 
at the office 317 11th st 
at 10AM on Saturday. 
Please join us if you can. 
If you want to canvas at 
other times please call 
the office 233-3112 or 
come in and arrange to 
get packets of material 
and precinct lists. This 
direct contact with voters 
is what makes it possible 
for the people to win.  


