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Urban ReLeaf

Oakland Releaf Richmond Releaf
“Building Communities One Tree at a Time”
835 57th Street  Oakland, CA 94608  (510) 601-9062  Fax (425) 790-5686 www.oaklandreleaf@yahoo.com

March 26, 2004

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT: 


Kemba Shakur


Executive Director


(510) 601-9062

Urban ReLeaf To Plant 200 Trees in Richmond

What:
Groundbreaking to announce the May 1st planting of 200 trees by Urban ReLeaf and community volunteers in North Richmond.
When:
Thursday, April 15, 2004


11 a.m. to Noon

Where:
Shelds-Reid Community Center


1410 Kelsey Avenue


Richmond, CA 94801


((510) 620-6822

Invited 

Guests:  
Arnold Schwartzenagger, Governor of California 


Irma Anderson, Mayor of Richmond


Richmond City Council members


Senator Barbara Boxer


Congresswoman Barbara Lee


State Senator Don Perata


California State Department of Forestry & Fire Protection


East Bay Conservation Corps


Youth Build

Local Churches

Background: The California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection has granted $20,000 to Urban ReLeaf to plant 200 trees in North Richmond, an area that currently has little greenery. Not only will the trees provide shade and reduce heat build up, they will also enhance the appearance and livability of low-income neighborhoods in Richmond. Additionally, the grant is designed to educate residents about environmental contributions of trees and to provide meaningful hands-on experience to local youth. (Anything here about working with parollees?)


Founded in July, 1998 as Oakland ReLeaf, UrbanReLeaf is a tree planting organization established to address the needs of urban communities in the San Francisco Bay Area that have very little greenery. We believe that rehabilitation through tree planting and environmental awareness will revitalize our core urban areas. The organization works in collaboration with local residents and public and private agencies, including the City of Oakland’s Parks and Recreation Department, the Oakland Unified School District, the City of Richmond, and volunteer agencies in the East Bay.


Urban ReLeaf concentrates on predominantly low-to-moderate income neighborhoods in West and East Oakland and in Richmond, California. To date, working closely with the City of Oakland, Urban ReLeaf has planted and maintained more than 8500 trees on median strips and public sidewalks. At the same time, we provide on-the-job training to disadvantaged youth. Since1998, Urban ReLeaf has mentored and trained more than 4000 youth in tree planting and native plant restoration.

