
 

 
Memorandum 
To: Chevron 

From: Alex Evans 

Date: October 5, 2004 

Re: Telephone Survey of Richmond, CA Voters regarding Pt. Molate 

METHODOLOGY 
The following memorandum highlights the results of a telephone survey of 400 randomly selected 
registered voters in the City of Richmond, CA.  The interviewing was conducted September 30 
through October 3, 2004.  The margin of error for a survey like this is +4.9 percentage points.  

 

Summary 
Voters in Richmond are well aware of the decision facing the Council regarding Point Molate and 
most have already made up their minds to oppose putting a hotel and casino on the site.  Richmond 
residents are unhappy with the direction of their city.  They are looking to bring jobs and additional 
revenue for city services, they know education needs to be improved and continue to be concerned 
about crime, but they do not see a casino as the way to fix Richmond’s problems.  

Opposition to the hotel and casino is a resounding 64% today with 53% strongly opposed, and 
remains above a majority (56%) even after voters hear information only about the benefits of the 
proposal.  Their opposition is solidified and it is very unlikely to change especially given that 
Chevron’s offer to turn the land into open space is seen as viable alternative. 

Change is needed, but a casino isn’t the answer 
Voters in Richmond know there are serious problems facing the city and there is a need to 
significantly increase the number of jobs and the amount of city revenue.  Seven in ten voters (69%) 
think that Richmond is heading off on the wrong track while only 16% think it’s heading in the right 
direction, and voters mention a number of serious problems in the city: 
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• 41% mention crime or public safety as one of the most important problems in the city 

• 36% mention the city budget or the economy  

• 27% mention education or schools 

• 16% mention jobs, unemployment or poverty  

But looking to gaming as a revenue source is not the leadership voters want from their elected 
officials: 

• 64% are less favorable toward a council candidate that supports developing a casino in 
Richmond 

 

A better alternative is available 
The issue about the future of Pt. Molate is well known to voters in Richmond and the vast majority 
has already decided what should be done.  80% of those surveyed have heard something recently 
about Pt. Molate and when told that “there is a proposal to develop an Indian hotel resort and casino at 
Point Molate near the Chevron refinery,” 64% respond that they would oppose this development 
(with 53% strongly opposed) while only 30% are in support (14% strongly support).   

In addition to not wanting the casino, most voters in Richmond do like the idea of turning the land 
into open space.  Almost two-thirds (64%) want a council candidate that supports turning Pt. Molate 
into open space and the majority choose open space over the casino when reminded of the choice: 

Allowing Chevron to purchase the land from the city of 
Richmond for $80 million dollars, which would create an open 
space preserve on the land and ensure that Richmond keeps 
over 2000 jobs and tax revenues from Chevron that make up 
25 percent of the city’s tax base;  

56% 

Allowing Upstream Development and Harrah’s Entertainment 
to purchase the land for $50 million dollars and create a Las 
Vegas-style casino and resort, creating thousands of jobs in 
Richmond and bringing the city 15 to 20 million dollars in 
annual tax revenues; 

27% 

Neither 8% 

Don’t Know 9% 
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Job growth is compelling for many 

None of the key arguments presented in favor of the hotel and casino move a majority of voters to 
support the proposal.  Voters are read information including:  

■ it could create as many as 6,500 jobs in the local community 

■ it will generate hundreds of millions of dollars for the City of Richmond which would 
help provide city services like police and fire protection and repair local streets and roads 

■ the casino developer will ensure the quick and thorough environmental clean up of Point 
Molate 

However, while job growth and revenue are reasons the resort/casino are important to almost half, 
after arguments in favor of the development are presented, 46% respond that they strongly oppose 
developing a resort hotel and casino at Pt. Molate while only 18% strongly support it. (56% at 
least somewhat oppose and 39% at least somewhat support). 

  

 

Traffic, social costs, and uncertainty of economic benefits lead to lack of support  

While Richmond voters are looking for job growth, they also believe that the negative impacts of a 
resort hotel and casino out-weigh the benefits.  

■ 60% of voters report that they are more likely to oppose the development because putting 
a casino in Richmond will only add to local and regional traffic problems.  

■ 60% are more likely to oppose the development because Richmond will have to bear the 
financial and social burden of the increased crime, traffic and compulsive gambling that 
the casino will bring. 

■ 60% are more likely to oppose because there are no guarantees in the proposal that any of 
the jobs will go to Richmond residents 

■ 55% are more likely to oppose because building a casino that is expect to have 10 to 15 
thousand visitors per day this close to the refinery is irresponsible.  It exposes locals and 
tourists to health hazards and air pollution in the event of a refinery accident or chemical 
release. 

After hearing these and other arguments against the casino and hotel development, two-thirds (66%) 
of voters in Richmond are opposed to the project while only 29% indicate support. 


