
Suggested MTC Existing Conditions Report
Richmond/San Rafael Bridge (San Pablo Peninsula Bay Trail Spur)

The planned seven-mile spur trail connecting the shoreline of the San Pablo Peninsula with 
the spine Bay Trail at the Richmond Plunge is the longest Bay Trail gap remaining in 
western Contra Costa County.  The cost to close this gap is about $12 million according to 
the September 2005  "San Francisco Bay Trail Project Gap Analysis Study" published by 
ABAG Bay Trail Project.

This high cost results from the I-580 corridor and Chevron lands south of I-580 blocking Bay 
Trail access to the south side of the Richmond San/Rafael Bridge toll plaza where an 
existing trail goes under the bridge to Western Drive.  The July 31, 2001 “Feasibility Study 
of Bay Trail Alternatives to Point San Pablo Peninsula”, which was jointly funded by ABAG 
and Chevron, evaluated trail options and developed planning level cost estimates for 
connecting the intersection of Castro and Tewksbury with the toll plaza trail. 

The Bay Trail spur along the Pt. San Pablo peninsula itself is expected to follow the 
alignment of the former Richmond Belt Line Railway.  This unused rail corridor, a former 
industrial spur, is jointly owned by the Union Pacific and Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
Railroads.  The planned Bay Trail ends at the Point San Pablo Yacht Harbor because 
Chevron's active refinery is to the east.

Currently, there is no pedestrian access to the San Pablo Peninsula, and no sidewalks exist 
on the peninsula itself.  Bicycle access with the San Pablo Peninsula is possible only by 
riding on the shoulders of I-580, which is not something that family bicyclists would want to 
undertake.  Western Drive north of I-580 does not have bike lanes; however, bicyclists 
may travel along this road to its terminus south of Point San Pablo where a private road 
goes steeply over the ridge to Point San Pablo Yacht Harbor. 

The May 2005 San Pablo Peninsula Open Space Study sponsored by the California 
Coastal Conservancy, Chevron, the City of Richmond, EBRPD, Muir Heritage Land Trust, 
and TRAC (Trails for RIchmond Action Committee) calls for Point San Pablo and much of 
the western side of the peninsula to be preserved as park lands with public trails. The study 
is available online at the Muir Heritage Land Trust web site www.muirheritagelandtrust.org/. 

The City of Richmond has entered into a land disposition agreement with Upstream 
Partners, LLC for sale of former Point Molate Naval Fuel Depot for development as an 
Indian gambling casino and resort hotel.  Under this agreement, the tribe would build and 
maintain 1.4 miles of Bay Trail with associated shoreline park lands on the Point Molate 
property.
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