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NBFAA Member Gives Back to Community, Reaches Out For Help

NBFAA member companies are closely tied to their communities. Many of their neighbors are also their customers. Many of their customers are also close friends and family. It is these deep roots in the local community that lead many NBFAA members to give up their free time to volunteer.
Jon Sargent, of TYCO/ADT and president of the California Alarm Association (CAA) chooses to give up much of his spare time to teach the young men of California how to sail.

“I got involved when my son was 12 years old; I thought it was a good way to spend time with him,” Sargent said. No formal organization and a serious lack of funding lead Sargent to help found the Northland Nautical Foundation which promotes and raises funds for the Richmond Sea Scout program.

Through the foundation’s efforts the group now has use of several vessels including a 102-foot U.S. Navy torpedo retriever formerly known as the USS Phoenix. The foundation purchased the boat at auction and renamed it the Northland. They also have access to several sailboats, a 36-foot cruiser, rowing boats and small skiffs.
“The kids have access to a huge variety of boats and vessels for learning everything about maritime skill, but the big ship is their crown jewel,” Sargent said.

Their crown jewel, however, is more than 25 years old and in desperate need of engine repairs. During a training cruise in 2005 the Northland suddenly lost the use of the starboard engine. An examination determined that the 16 cylinder engine was severely damaged as a result of a previous engine failure while the ship was in service as a U.S. Navy vessel.

The only solution was to remove the engine from the ship, replace part of the damaged block and crankshaft, and completely rebuild the engine. Sargent has estimated the cost of the repairs at $15,000.

The foundation has received several donations including labor, warehouse, fork lift, support beams and working space. “But we’re still in desperate need for some funding. We take every hand-out we can,” Sargent said.

The foundation has already purchased a used engine block which will be used to rebuild the engine and the crankshaft has been removed and sent to a shop in Oakland for evaluation and repair.

After purchasing the engine block the foundation is completely out of funds and cannot afford some basic engine parts needed to get the ship running again. One quote for parts is more than $8,000. That does not include the cost for the crankshaft repairs, which is unknown, or the cost for additional parts that may be needed when putting the engine back together. 
The engine repairs haven’t been all bad news though. The young men in the program have been given a great opportunity and insight into the engineering of a large vessel.

“The kids do all the work under supervision. They’re getting hands-on experience with what it takes to build and repair one of these giant engines,” Sargent said.

The Richmond Sea Scout program serves young men from the ages of 14 to 18 and has junior officers between the ages of 18 to 21. Through the Northland, as well as a variety of small boats, the program provides hands-on training in boating safety, boat handling, navigation, seamanship, engineering, welding, vessel maintenance, teamwork, and leadership. Several former Northland Sea Scouts are presently attending the California Maritime Academy, serving in the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard, and working on commercial vessels throughout the country.
“They just breeze through training and boot camp,” Sargent said.

If you would like to make a donation to the Richmond Sea Scouts and find out more visit their Web site at http://hometown.aol.com/sssnorthland
